STEPS FOR PEACE – BI-COMMUNAL CYPRIOT DANCE GROUP

YOUTH ENCOUNTERS FOR PEACE (YEP) PROJECT

Background information 

      On Sunday December 29, 2001, about 40 young people from both communities spent a day together in Pyla. They all had a common interest: Cypriot dances. And a common aim: To establish the first ever bi-communal Cypriot dance group. Among them there were 6 teachers of such dances. For most of the participants it was the first time they had met someone from the 'other side'. Despite some difficulties with English it was not long before the common language of dance took over and bridges of trust and comfort in each other's presence were strongly established. They showed to each other how they dance different versions of very similar dances to music that is identical. They also took the first steps in teaching each other some of the steps. It was indeed an experience where differences functioned as a source mutual enrichment rather than a cause of conflict. The group brainstormed together to find a name for their group and came up with about 30 possibilities. A vote was taken and 23 went to: 

"STEPS FOR PEACE" 

Photographs from this first meeting can be found at: 

http://www.peace-cyprus.org/YEP11/ 

http://www.tech4peace.org/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=819 

     ‘Steps for Peace’ was the 11th group of young people from both sides who have met in the context of the Youth Encounters for Peace (YEP) project. For more information about the YEP project and the 10 other groups go to: 

http://www.peace-cyprus.org/Youth/youthmarch/YEPform.doc 

The next Steps for Peace

    We have done a lot of organisational work in several meetings among the 'older' members of the group to prepare the ground for more the younger dancers to join.  A number of bi-communal work committees have been established: 

- executive committee 

- technical committee (e.g. to make the choreographies)  

- teachers of dance for the 11-14 age group 

-  teachers of dance for the 15-20 age group 

-  teachers of dance for the 21 and over age group 

    We have also reached agreement on matters like what will be the common dances and songs that we shall work on. We are planning to have regular meetings to prepare for performances in Cyprus (e.g. in bi-communal festivals) or, if possible, in other countries. The basic 'organisational philosophy' of this project, like many others, is to simply create the space for many people who wish to get involved in bi-communal work, but do not know how to do so. It is important to emphasise that ‘Steps for Peace’ is an  independent cultural organisation of Cypriots and is not linked to any political party or political authority. 

Take a Step for Peace

     If you are an experienced  Cypriot traditional dancer, singer or musician of any age and wish to join this unique group just fill the application form below and send it to us. We shall then inform you when and where the next practice will take place.  

STEPS FOR PEACE – BI-COMMUNAL CYPRIOT DANCE GROUP

YOUTH ENCOUNTERS FOR PEACE (YEP) PROJECT

Application form

First name: 


             Surname:





 

Age: 
 Tel: 



Fax: 



Date:


Address: 











E-mail: (please write very clearly) 









School, college, university or occupation: 








Briefly describe your dancing experience (e.g. how many years of practice, which dance club you are/were a member of, who are/were your dance teachers, what type of dances you are better at etc). 

Do you play any musical instrument or have any talent in singing? 





Are you a member of any other bi-communal group? 







Where did you hear about ‘Steps for Peace’ and got this application form? 




There are three ways to send this application form. Choose the one most convenient to you:

1. Send the information requested electronically to: yepforcyprus@yahoo.com
2. Send by ordinary mail to: Tamer Afsaroglu, 12, Hasane IIgazsok, Koskluciftlik, Lefkosa. 

 


      Tel. 0533-8650600



3. Send by ordinary mail to: Sotos Syzinos, P.O. Box 45089, Aradippou, Larnaca 7110.

      Tel. 99-828175










